
Another Voice: County residents should ensure that their budget priorities are 
understood  

By Joan T. Parks and Marian Deutschman 

Did you grumble about rough roads after our last brutal winter? Were you saddened to 
learn about children’s deaths from abuse, and dismayed that families might not be getting 
enough help? Do you wish our libraries had more books, more computers, more 
programs, more hours? Do you believe arts, culture, parks and tourism deserve a bigger 
boost? Are you worried because heroin abuse is on the rise? 

Do your eyes glaze over when the Erie County budget comes up? 

It can be difficult to comprehend the budget’s impact on day-to-day life. But the ways our 
county executive and legislators choose to allocate resources reflect – or should reflect – 
our priorities as a community. 

On Oct. 15, County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz presented a proposed 2015 budget to 
the Erie County Legislature, which must agree to any spending plan. The budget 
represents the county’s investment in everything that affects our quality of life. That’s 
why it’s crucial for all of us to make our priorities known now, while the process is under 
way. 

Since mid-2012, the League of Women Voters of Buffalo/Niagara – a non-partisan good 
government organization covering Erie and Niagara counties – has reviewed Erie 
County’s budgets and budget process.  

We strongly urge the Erie County Legislature to do more to engage the public and 
increase transparency during its budget deliberations. 

In addition to the budget itself, a wealth of helpful resource material can be viewed on the 
county’s website, www2.erie.gov. The Erie County Comptroller’s Office has prepared a 
“Popular Annual Financial Report” that makes budget information easier to understand.  

Another useful and informative document titled “Initiatives for a Smart Economy” was 
issued in June 2013 and details the county executive’s specific strategies for economic 
development. 

The annual meeting to adopt the Erie County budget for 2015 must take place on or 
before the first Tuesday in December. That gives all of us plenty of time to review the 
budget and suggested amendments, evaluate whether they align with our own priorities 
and values, and call or write to our county legislators. 

As Poloncarz wrote in his budget letter, “this budget maintains and enhances critical 
health and human services and increases our investment in the county’s infrastructure, 



while supporting the ‘people’s mandated’ cultural, educational and quality-of-life assets 
and organizations.” 

We are the people the county executive is referring to; we’re the ones whose mandates 
his budget respects and upholds. Now it’s up to us to play our role. 

Joan T. Parks is president of the League of Women Voters of Buffalo/Niagara. Marian 
Deutschman is the League’s Local Government Committee chairwoman. 

 


